Eastwick Newsflash

Friday 10t April 2026
Dear Families,

As we look ahead to the summer term, we are delighted to share an update on our school’s
developing approach to Outdoor Play and Learning. Over the past week of term, the children
have taken part in a series of trial play days, exploring our extensive grounds, woodlands and
outdoor spaces using a loose-parts and play-based learning approach. Their enthusiasm,
creativity and collaboration have already shown us how powerful high-quality outdoor play can
be in supporting both wellbeing, learning and behaviour.

These early trial sessions have also given us the chance to begin shaping our shared
expectations for outdoor play. These expectations have been co-constructed with the children
themselves through a series of whole school and class assemblies. By gradually introducing
different zones, materials and opportunities for exploration, we have been able to develop a
thoughtful risk-benefit approach to play: one that encourages children to challenge themselves,
problem-solve and take responsibility, while doing so safely and respectfully.

As we continue to embed and expand the approach across the schools, we want to ensure that
families feel confident in supporting this exciting shift. This newsletter outlines the key
expectations and agreements that will guide play in our outdoor spaces, alongside some
wonderful photographs and examples of how the children are already engaging with the
environment in such positive and imaginative ways. We are proud of the start they have made,
and we look forward to working together with you to build a culture of purposeful, joyful
outdoor play that enriches every child’s day.

One important way parents and carers can help is by reinforcing with children that our play
resources and designated zones, such as the woodlands, Lookout Hill and other activity areas,
are for school-time play only. To keep everyone safe, these spaces should not be used during
morning drop-off or afternoon pick-up. Your support in upholding these boundaries helps us
maintain the integrity of the play environment and ensures all children can enjoy it safely during
the school day.

Please also recognise within this newsletter a parental survey to complete regarding our
volunteer reading programme and a reminder of any changes to the PE schedule and lunch
menu for the summer term.

Best wishes and we look forward to welcoming you back on Monday 13t April.
Useful Contacts:

Mr Dell Tel: 01372 453 277

rtnership Principal School Email: info@eastwick.thpt.org.uk

School Website: https://eastwickschools.uk/
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What’'s on the Horizon

Dates for your Diary

Expanding our reading volunteer programme - we need your help!

As you know, we place a huge emphasis on reading at Eastwick, supporting all children no
matter where they are in their reading journey. This is because we know that a love of
reading is the biggest indicator of future academic success.

Children at Eastwick read in their classes every day but we would like to offer more
opportunities for children to practice their reading and develop that love of reading that
we are aspiring to for all. We already have several amazing volunteers who come into
school to hear children read who tell us what a rewarding experience it is and how the
children love the opportunity to read one to one with an adult. We are now looking to set
up a more formal programme that expands the number of volunteers and enables us to
provide extra support for the children who need it most.

We understand that it can be difficult to find time to come into school alongside work and
other commitments, or that you may feel you wouldn't know how to support children other
than your own. Please be assured that we will provide full training and guidance on how to
get the most out of a reading session (as well as support to get an Eastwick DBS if you
don't already have one).

We would be so grateful if you could complete the short survey below to help us set up
the new programme. Please note that none of your answers represent a commitment at
this stage! If you have any questions or would like further information in the meantime,
please email Helen Stephens at helen.stephens@eastwick.thpt.org.uk

Thank you as always for your support.

The more that you read, the more you will know. The more that you learn the
more places you'll go.

Dr Seuss

Click here to complete the survey- thank you!
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School News

In the Infants, we have started our OPAL launch by opening up the central hill,
creating a mud kitchen, Duplo pit and adding 100 play resources to the playground
to make their playtimes more exciting. Our goal is to offer 1200 items and
resources for pupils to access.

Pupils have been reminded to look after the equipment, spaces, themselves and
each other during their creative and physical play and tidy up at the end of each
session. Pupils have been made aware of risks and how to keep themselves safe.

Pupils know that they are not allowed to access the resources at the start and end
of the day ( drop off / pick up)




School News

In the Juniors, we have started our OPAL launch with two zones. A creative play zone and
an exploratory zone. Within our creative play zone, children are able to use our new
performance / costume area as well as painting, colouring, chalk, board games and Lego.

Our exploratory zone, based in the woodland, has proved very popular with the children and
we would like to thank everyone that gave up their time on a Saturday before half term to
help prep the woodland area for regular use. It has been brilliant to see so many children
enjoying den building, playing games in the woodland and using their imagination in the
mud kitchen. Whilst adding some more pots and pans for the mud kitchen during half term
we also have added science equipment for the children to use and explore the wildlife in this
area of our site.

After Easter, we will also be introducing a locomotive play zone on the field which will make
the most of a large number of tyres that Merit Tyre in Bookham have kindly donated to
us. Your donations of fabrics, blankets etc will also be used in this area for allow for wider
den building opportunities on the junior field.

We will be advising how these zones will develop moving forward and we are incredibly
grateful for all of the donations we have received in our OPAL shed.

More photos to follow over coming weeks.
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PE DAYS - SUMMER 2026

RECEPTION TUESDAY AM ( Outdoor)

YEAR ONE MONDAY (AM Swimming - Amber)
MONDAY (PM — Outdoor — Amber & Blue)
FRIDAY (PM — Swimming - Blue)

YEAR TWO MONDAY ( PM Swimming — Violet & Green)
TUESDAY PM (Outdoor)
FRIDAY (PM — Swimming — Turquoise)

JUNIORS Summer 1 Summer 2
YEAR THREE TUESDAY (Outdoor) TUESDAY & FRIDAY
& Swimming (Wed) (Outdoors)
YEAR FOUR TUESDAY (Outdoor) TUESDAY & FRIDAY
then Swimming (Outdoors)
YEAR FIVE WEDNESDAY & WEDNESDAY
FRIDAY ( Outdoors) (Outdoor) then
Swimming
YEAR SIX WEDNESDAY & TUESDAY (Swimming)
FRIDAY ( Outdoors) & WEDNESDAY (
Outdoor)
REMINDERS
* No earrings ( taping is not allowed) or any other jewellery; pupils may be prevented from
participating

+ Watches to be taken off.
« Outdoor PE: t-shirt, shorts/ joggers/ leggings, jumper, supportive trainers with a good grip
+ Swimming — pupils must have googles and hats to swim and permission forms complete ..
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School News

Summer Term 2026 Club Provision

The Spring term club provision has now finished. Please find below links to the club
provision available for the summer term.

Summer Term Provision — INFANTS

Infants - Internal led club information

Summer Term Provision - JUNIORS

Juniors - Internal led club info

After School Clubs

Parents are reminded that, for safeguarding reasons, they are not permitted onsite to
observe their children's afterschool clubs and are discouraged from arriving early to pick
their child up. Thank you for helping to keep our children safe.

Please be reminded that driving on site is not permitted when collecting from Clubs.

Swimming 2026
Swimming lessons commences after the Easter Break;

Summer 2026 Swimming Schedule

DBS Parent Swimming Volunteer sign up

Please be reminded that pupils are only allowed to swimming upon completion
of the permission links;

Infant Swimming permission link

Junior Swimming Permission link
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School Term and Holiday dates
THPT term dates for the forthcoming academic years are now available on our website or
via this link; The Final Inset day for 2026 has been set as Wednesday 2"d September 2026
THPT Term Dates 2025-2026

THPT Term Dates 2026-2027

Term Absences

Please complete the following link form for all requests for Term Time absences for Head
Teacher approval; this is also available on the school website;

Request for Leave of Absence in Term Time 2025 - 2026

Medical Absences

Written evidence must be provided for all medical appointments; please complete the online
form tp notify school of any medical or dental appointments.

Medical and Dental Appointment Absence notification from School 2025 - 2026

School Uniform

Eastwick School Uniform Policy

Year 5 & 6 — Walking Home

Year 5 & 6 Parents have been sent a form to complete to grant permission for their child
to arrive and walk home independently. Please contact the school office if you require a
further copy,
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Break time snacks

If your child is bringing in a snack for playtime, please ensure it is not sweets and chocolate
bars.

Ideally it should be a healthy snack such as fruit. High sugar products are not suitable for
snack time.

School Lunches

Please find links below regarding Eastwick’s new Summer Term menu options
which will run 2up until the October 2026 half term.

Eastwick Spring Menu 26 menu cycle

Allergen Aware Menu 26

Please see the school website short clips to the video below:
Introducing The New Primary Menu

Food Ordering App Handbook for Parents

Please ensure that all parents / carers have now registered with Impact Food App following
individual invitation. All meals must be pre-ordered by 8am daily.
For further guidance, please see info under the school website or links below;

If you have any queries. please email daily meals choices for the week to
Primary@impactfood.co.uk

Infant / Junior Parents

From 20t January 2026, Parents/Carers will be given a 24 hour period to either credit
Junior account’s and/or submit late orders before being asked to provide packed lunches for
their child. Junior Parents; Please ensure that your child's account is in credit allowing you

to make orders for the full week.

Parents can also email to cancel a meal directly to Primary@impactfood.co.uk — this will
then be notified to the kitchen from HQ.
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https://eastwickschools.uk/wp-content/uploads/sites/7/2025/10/Food_Ordering_App_Handbook_for_Parents.pdf
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Year Group Updates

https://eastwickschools.uk/Reception/
Yearr@eastwick.thpt.org.uk

https://eastwickschools.uk/Year-1/
Yearl@eastwick.thpt.org.uk

https://eastwickschools.uk/Year-2/
Year2 @eastwick.thpt.org.uk

https://eastwickschools.uk/Year-3/
Year3@eastwick.thpt.org.uk

https://eastwickschools.uk/Year-4/
Year4@eastwick.thpt.org.uk

https://eastwickschools.uk/Year-5/
Year5@eastwick.thpt.org.uk

https://eastwickschools.uk/Year-6/
Year6@eastwick.thpt.org.uk

Social Media Links

Instagram
https://www.instagram.com/eastwickschools bookham/

Facebook
https://www.facebook.com/share/1AEgriFDD5/?mibextid=wwXIfr
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