Eastwick Schools — Ark and Rainbow Centre

Vision Statement

“Bringing Out the Best in Every Child”
Admissions

Our school has two 22-place specialist centres, known as Rainbow (our infant provision) and The Ark
(our junior provision). Rainbow and The Ark are designated by Surrey County Council as ASD
specialist centres, meeting the needs of children with social communication and interaction needs,
including children with Autistic Spectrum Disorder (ASD).

All children in the centres have an Education, Health and Care Plan (EHCP) and are placed in our
centres by Surrey County Council following a rigorous consultation process between parents, the
council and Eastwick.

Aims

At Eastwick, diversity is our strength. Our aim is that our children, be they mainstream or centre;
neurotypical or neurodiverse, our staff and our wider community, understand, accept and care for
each other. We believe that in diversity, there is strength and that in growing that mutual empathy,
we are developing responsible and caring citizens of the future.

We look to engender in all our children a deep sense of belonging to Eastwick, by including them in
every aspect of school life, from school trips with their mainstream peers to after school clubs and
activities. Sometimes, to ensure inclusion for all, we may need to adopt a high level of
differentiation; in time, differentiation becomes organic, and our staff and community will
differentiate naturally so that all can be included. Every centre child from year 1 onwards belongs
not only to their centre class where they are taught the core subjects with specialist teachers, but
also to a mainstream class where they are taught within that class for foundation subjects, alongside
their mainstream peers.

We actively seek to work with all our stakeholders in identifying and effectively removing any
barriers to inclusion within the mainstream school that our children may face, so that they can take
a full part in all aspects of school life.

We aim to promote positive relationships with all staff and children, active engagement in lessons
and good wellbeing for our children.

Specialist Teaching

For the core subjects of English and Maths, centre children are taught in small groups within their
year group. Class sizes range from a maximum of 8 in Rainbow to a maximum of 6 in the Ark. There
are 3 classes in Rainbow and 4 in the Ark. Each class has a specialist teacher with a high staff to child
ratio. Centre classes offer a low arousal, calm and quiet environment where ASD strategies are
embedded into the teaching.

We offer a child centred approach to learning that addresses our children’s specific needs by
providing a bespoke and personalised curriculum. We aim to promote children's enjoyment of, and
access to, learning, and develop their independence.

We believe that all children have a right to equal learning opportunities and, in order to achieve this,
we remove the individual barriers that each of our children have. We set high expectations for our



children; developing each child’s social communication and interaction skills, reducing their anxiety
and increasing their self-confidence and self-awareness so that they have the necessary skills, tools
and mental wellness to succeed along their school journey. Where they are able, our centre children
will take part in the year 2 and 6 SATs

The Wider Curriculum

When centre children attend their mainstream class, they are supported to access the curriculum
whilst also developing their independence and study skills. The curriculum is adapted, where
necessary, in consultation with the mainstream teacher, the SEN teacher and the subject lead who
work together to plan for inclusion. Other reasonable adjustments necessary to make the learning
accessible are planned in consultation between centre staff and the mainstream teacher. When in
the mainstream classroom, the class teacher is responsible for delivering high quality education for
all children.

At Eastwick, we have high expectations for all our children and will set realistic, achievable and
ambitious outcomes for all children. Regular assessment is robust and rigorous to ensure that the
children are meeting those targets and, if not, appropriate interventions are put in place.

Facilities

Rainbow and The Ark benefit from a sensory area or room, a large outdoor space and a low arousal
“calm down” space to support the children’s sensory and emotional regulation. We use the Zones of
Regulation daily and support each child to develop an emotional and sensory toolkit to help them to
regulate.

As part of our offer, Rainbow children go horse riding at our local RDA stables in Effingham where
they learn to develop their core strength, balance and coordination alongside developing their
resilience and self-confidence. Our Ark children have a fortnightly swimming lesson at Leatherhead
Leisure centre where they learn to develop their core strength, physical and spatial awareness as
well as improving their motor skills. They also learn vital water safety skills whilst improving their
social communication skills.

We use visual aids to support learning and social stories to support social understanding.

We benefit from close working with the speech and language therapy team and with the visiting
Occupational Therapy team. We have access to external agencies, including outreach and the home
school link worker service should their support be needed.

We develop close positive working partnerships with our parent community.



