READING - guide to supporting your child at home

Reading involves a combination of being able to read the words accurately and understanding what you read; reading fluently supports understanding.

The more children read, the better their reading and academic attainment will be, so reading is one of the most important things you can do for home

learning. A lot of research tells us how important it is to encourage children to choose to read for pleasure and enjoyment outside school!

Reading for pleasure and enjoyment!

Read and enjoy some fantastic books together. Listening to stories helps children to
become better readers by developing their understanding of texts, as well as increasing
their vocabulary, so if children listen to a story being read to them, or an audio story, every
day that would make a huge difference.

Every child is bringing home at least one book from school either to share or to read
independently.

It is important for children to build their ‘reading stamina’ and we have a great selection of
longer texts for children in KS2 to read independently in our library.

If you have any questions about the books your child is bringing home please contact your
child’s teacher.
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Introduce a book to your child

Reading a new book isn’t a test — support your child to read it
successfully by telling them the title, talking to them about what
they think it’s going to be about and for younger children, look
through the pictures and talk about them.

Reading fluently
Reading fluently is about more than reading fast. It means reading
with good pace, expression and putting the words together in phrases
like natural speech. Encourage your child to use expression, for
example for the voices of different characters. Point out the
punctuation on the page — are they noticing that as well — it can
change the meaning:
Let’s eat grandma.
Let’s eat, grandma.

(Oh no, they’re going to eat grandmal)
(They’re inviting grandma to eat.)

Supporting word reading — using letters and sounds

If your child is stuck on a word, prompt them with:

e Canyousound it out and blend to read the word?

e Canyou chunk it (break it up)?

e |sthat a digraph / trigraph there? (see phonics guide sheet)

It’s OK to tell your child the word too!

Supporting understanding — talking about the book

The best way to help your child to develop their comprehension or understanding of the texts they read is to talk to them about what they have read! Just asking them
what the book was about and what they liked or disliked will make a huge difference. Reading a wide range of texts is important and all kinds of reading is good — fiction,
non-fiction, leaflets, comics, magazines, newspapers, websites, poems etc. There is guidance on specific reading skills and questions to ask on the next page.




Vocabulary — explaining the meaning of words or phrases

Do you know what... means?

Can you use... (that word) in another sentence?

Can you think of another word that means the same as...?
Why do you think the author used the word ... to describe...?
Which word on that page means...?
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Retrieval — finding answers from information stated in the text

Who is/are the main character(s)? What do we know about them?
When/where is the story set? How do you know?

Which is your favourite/the worst/the funniest/the scariest part of the story
and why?

Tell me three facts you have learned from the text about...

Find the part where...

What did... do?

Which of these statements is true/false? How do you know?

Inference — working out, reasoning or concluding from evidence in the text

Can you explain why...? What are the clues that make you think that?
How can you tell that...?

Why do you think...? What makes you think that?
Where do you think...?

How has the author made us think that...?

How do you think the characters are feeling? Why?

Summarising or sequencing — the main ideas in the text

What's the main point in this part of the story/ paragraph?
Tell me about the first part / latest part of the story.

What has happened so far?

Can you retell the story to me in 20 words or less?

What happened after...?

What happened before...?
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Prediction — what might happen next

What do you think this book will be about? Why?
What do you think will happen next? =
Where do you think... will go next?

What do you think... will say/do next?

How do you think that this will end? What makes you say that?

Making links or connections — using what | know and noticing what |
am reminded of

Does that remind you of anything?

This made me think of...what about you?

Have you read another book that...?

This is different from...because...What do you think?
| remember when...

Visualising - getting a picture in your mind that helps you to understand
the text

Can you picture...? Describe it (or draw it)
How do you imagine the character / setting looks like? (draw it)
Can you draw what ...looks like, from the picture in your head?

Asking questions — thinking more deeply about what the text is about

| wonder why...? What are you wondering?
Why did...do that? I’'m asking myself. What are you asking yourself?
Have you got any questions about this part of the story?




