Schools Work Together to Improve Attendance

Statement from schools within the Effingham Learning Partnership

Our school is a member of the Effingham Learning Partnership, a confederation of
eleven local schools working together to promote the very best outcomes for your
children, socially, academically and in terms of resilience.

As a group of schools, we have recently undertaken a joint review of our approach
to attendance. Whilst each school retains processes designed to meet the needs of
our individual communities, we remain united in our belief in the fundamental
importance of encouraging the highest rates of attendance, which, as data
overwhelmingly suggests, is vital to your child’s academic progress and to the
development of life-enhancing social and emotional skills. Put simply, every hour
counts, since even the briefest of absences can disrupt access to the curriculum.

As a result of the review, inclusion teams from schools across the partnership are
working together more closely than ever before to share best practice and to ensure
that our policies on attendance are aligned. For example, we share the view that
holidays in term-time should not be authorised. Although every school community is
different, we recognise how important it is for you that we provide a consistency of
approach as your children moves on from one partnership school to another. We do
of course understand the particular difficulties faced by some families and we will do
everything we can to support your efforts to address attendance issues.

We look forward to working with you to promote the highest levels of attendance so
that your child can enjoy the benefits that brings. If you would like to discuss this
further, to raise issues related to individual family circumstances, or to find out how
to access national data on the impact of attendance, then please contact your
Headteacher.

This statement is issued on behalf of the following schools within the Effingham
Learning Partnership:
Oakfield Junior School

Fetcham Village Infant School
Polesden Lacey Infant School
The Raleigh School
Royal Kent School
St Lawrence Primary School
St Matthew’s C of E Infant School
Howard of Effingham School
Great Bookham School
Eastwick Infant and Junior Schools



