
Eastwick Schools – How We Teach Reading 
 

 

 

 
A priority at Eastwick Schools is to foster a love of reading, due to the evidence which strongly correlates reading for pleasure with academic 
attainment as well as personal development. We recognise that reading is an essential life skill, and we are committed to enabling our learners to 
become lifelong readers.  
 
Our practice is guided by the National Curriculum aims for pupils to: 
 
• Read easily, fluently and with good understanding. 
• Develop the habit of reading widely for pleasure and information. 
• Acquire a wide vocabulary, an understanding of grammar and knowledge of linguistic conventions for reading, writing and spoken language. 
• Appreciate our rich and varied literary heritage. 
• Use discussion in order to learn; they should be able to elaborate and explain clearly their understanding and ideas. 
 
We believe that every child should leave school as literate learners with a passion for reading for pleasure. We aim to do this by providing children 
with the following: 
 
• Systematic teaching of synthetic phonics (using the Little Wandle Letters and Sounds Revised programme).  
• Teaching of comprehension skills through whole class teaching of reading, guided reading and 1:1 reading.  
• Immersing children in great literature through daily story time.  
• In Reception, KS1 and for some children in KS2, matching children to decodable books as part of the Little Wandle phonics programme, alongside 

a sharing (or library) book that parents are asked to read to their child for pleasure.   
• For children in Year 2 and above who no longer need decodable text, matching children to texts that they are interested in and can read 

independently with success (90%+ accuracy and comprehension), initially through benchmarking and matched to a set of carefully levelled texts.  
• Enabling children to select an additional book to read for pleasure, which may be above their reading level and can be read to them by parents.  
• Giving children time to read for pleasure and to have control over their own reading choices.  
• Providing children with a great variety of text types to read for pleasure, both within the classroom and the school library.  
• Exposing children to a wide range of authors, illustrators and poets and providing time for children to share recommendations.  
• Regular access to a well-stocked library which is managed and overseen by a member of staff with expert knowledge of children’s literature.  
• Establishing a reading culture within the school in which every member of our school community is regarded as a reader.  
 
 
 
 



 

How we teach reading 
 
• In EYFS and Year 1 children are taught phonics daily through the Little Wandle Letters and Sounds Revised programme. Alongside this, children read 

in groups three times a week in Little Wandle reading practice sessions with matched decodable books. Each session has a different focus: decoding, 
prosody or comprehension.  

• In Year 2, children will start the year reading in guided groups - children will be organised into groups to consolidate their phonics skills by reading 
the Year 2 set of Little Wandle decodable books. Some children will be reading beyond decodable texts and will be benchmarked and matched to a 
set of levelled texts at the point at which they can read with 90%+ accuracy and comprehension.  

• Children in Year 2 and above who have not met the standard of the Phonics Screening Check will continue to be taught phonics through the Little 
Wandle Rapid Catch-up intervention, which includes the three reading practice sessions per week. This will be in addition to quality first teaching of 
reading in their class.   

• From Year 2 to Year 6 children are taught in whole class reading sessions at least three days a week which includes the teaching of vocabulary, 
fluency and extended reading (based on the ‘close reading’ approach of Doug Lemov). 

• Fluency or prosody is taught through the approaches of repeated reading to include teacher modelling, choral reading, echo reading and ‘jump in’.   
• The Lemov approach to whole class teaching of reading through ‘close reading’ is an exciting and effective way of enabling all children to be exposed 

to reading and comprehending high quality, age-appropriate text. There is a focus on understanding the meaning of words and building knowledge 
of vocabulary. Class discussion involves going beyond the surface levels of understanding into deeper understanding, enabling children to become 
critical thinkers. The approach aims to develop children’s range of thinking strategies while reading, linked to curriculum objectives such as drawing 
on background knowledge, making predictions, asking and answering questions, predicting and summarising.  
 

 

Reading spine 
 
A starting point for teaching reading and developing our children as readers is to provide a language-rich environment for learning through the 
selection of high quality, engaging texts at an appropriate developmental level for all pupils. It is essential for pupils to have exposure to authentic 
literature and a wide range of text types, which will develop their mastery of contextual understanding, language skills and vocabulary.  
 
The texts we use to teach reading and to develop reading for pleasure include our key texts for English writing units which are used with the Talk for 
Writing pedagogy, and our Eastwick Reading Spine, which has been informed by Pie Corbett's Reading Spine and by the Reading Reconsidered 
Reading Spine for primary schools, along with non-fiction (which may also be related to learning in other curriculum subjects). Texts include a wide 
range of fiction, non-fiction and poetry, both classic and contemporary. 
 
Texts from the reading spine are used in our discrete teaching reading sessions, English Talk for Writing lessons and in daily story time. Texts may be 
used as whole class reads or extracts for close study/reading.  
 

 

https://eastwickschools.uk/docs/Curriculum/T4W_English_TEXT_OVERVIEW_2024_-_2025.pdf
https://eastwickschools.uk/docs/Curriculum/Reading_curriculum_text_overview_July_2024.pdf
https://eastwickschools.uk/docs/Curriculum/Pie_Corbett_reading-spine.pdf
https://eastwickschools.uk/docs/Curriculum/5-Plagues-Reading-Spine__1_.pdf
https://eastwickschools.uk/docs/Curriculum/5-Plagues-Reading-Spine__1_.pdf


Rationale for text choices 
 
Pie Corbett’s reading spine  
 
Over ‘7 or 8 years children are read to, enjoy, discuss and work with around 82 core books. These ‘essential reads’ would be a store of classics, 
creating a living library inside a child’s mind. This is the ‘Reading Spine’      Pie Corbett 
 
The Pie Corbett reading spine is a core of key ‘must have’ reads – the classics. The finest books that can be found, but the spine also incorporates the 
principle of leaving space to add other books that come along or might suit the class. The aim is for every child to experience the pleasure and 
challenge of great literature. The texts are used for reading for pleasure and close study and it is suggested that teachers might try to gather other 
books/films by the same author for a wider author study. 
 
The texts should be read aloud for pleasure with expression, bringing the story alive for children. This helps children to inhabit the world of the story 
through book discussion, drama etc. Imaginative engagement with the text draws children into the tale, and makes it a deeper, more memorable and 
meaningful experience. 
 
Poetry is threaded into the spine through The Works Key Stage 1 (which includes Reception) and The Works Key Stage 2 (both Macmillan Children’s 
Books) which provide banks of poems for enjoying, performing and discussing. At the back of these two anthologies, the poems are organised by year 
group to create a poetry spine.  
 
Quality non-fiction should be threaded into the Reading Spine, selected in relation to topics being studied, but there may also be key books included to 
ensure children have encountered important texts, such as The Diary of Anne Frank. 
 
‘Reading Reconsidered’ - Doug Lemov 
 
Lemov points out that there are five types of texts that children should have access to in order to successfully navigate reading with confidence. These 
are complex beyond a lexical level and demand more from the reader than other types of books. Teachers should also take account of newly released 
books and other recommendations. 
 
Archaic Language 
 
The vocabulary, usage, syntax and context for cultural reference of texts over 50 or 100 years old are vastly different and typically more complex than 
texts written today. Students need to be exposed to and develop proficiency with antiquated forms of expression. 
 
 
 
 



Non-Linear Time Sequences 
 
A story is narrated in a given style with a given cadence and that cadence endures and remains consistent, but in the best books, books where every 
aspect of the narration is nuanced to create an exact image, time moves in fits and start. It doubles back. The only way to master such books is to 
have read them time and again and to be carefully introduced to them by a thoughtful teacher or parent. 
Narratively Complex 
 
Books are sometimes narrated by an unreliable narrator.  Books may have non-human narrator such as the horse that tells the story in Black Beauty. 
Some books have multiple intertwined and apparently (for a time) unrelated plot lines. These are far harder to read than books with a single plot line 
and students need to experience these as well.  
 
Figurative/Symbolic Text 
 
Texts which happen on an allegorical or symbolic level.  
 
Resistant Texts 
 
Texts written to deliberately resist easy meaning-making by readers. Perhaps half of the poems ever written fall into this category. You have to 
assemble meaning around nuances, hints, uncertainties and clues. 

 


