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Once again academic year 2020 — 2021 has been a very challenging and unusual year.

The juggle of COVID restrictions, poorly volunteers and pupils and trying to raise funds has been
extremely difficult. However, despite this the Friends of Eastwick schools managed to raise over
£17,000. This is a remarkable achievement considering the number of major events which had to
be cancelled and the number which had to be restricted both in size and access to parents.

Huge thanks go to our very dedicated Friends Team — they have worked incredibly hard to support
the planning, organisation and delivery of the events which went ahead. These have included 27
individual classroom Christmas Fairs, on-line uniform sales, Trainer trek and junior discos. We
also managed to keep going with our Printer Cartridge Recycling, Amazon Smile and Easy
Fundraising schemes.

A special thanks to the small core team of about six Friends who have been involved in organising
nearly every event and who always turn up to help set up, run and clear away.

Also very much appreciated is the high level of support that we receive from you — the parent

community at Eastwick Schools. We know that this is not the case at all schools and we very

much value your willingness to support our events, sales and other activities, either financially
and/or by coming along to volunteer. It just wouldn’t work without you all taking part.

Thank you also to Michael Lowes and everyone on the Senior Leadership team and all the staff at
the schools for their support.

This year we have been continuing to improve our eco carefulness. Although difficult to achieve
during a health pandemic we were still successful in reducing our waste and eco footprint of every
event. We will continue to make every effort to reduce the amount of rubbish after our larger
events and continue to significantly cut down on the single use plastic toys. We continue to find
ways of making more eco-friendly purchases for everything that we do.

In the academic year of 2020 — 2021 we funded a number of spends around the schools, directly
benefiting our children. The most significant of these have been Infant canopy ground works,
playground markings for both schools, early years equipment top ups, replacement sand for
Infants and various smaller spends.

We also have paid for some recurring items such as Christmas books, Christmas gifts for all the
non-teaching staff at both schools on behalf of all parents and software licences such as the new
library system.

With increasing pressures on school budgets and a large school to maintain and keep running it is
very clear to us that the funds we raise are absolutely vital to the schools and it would just not be
possible for money to be found for all the things listed above from existing school budgets. Now,
more than ever, it is critical that we keep generating extra funds to support the schools to offer our
children the best educational environment and experience possible.

During the pandemic the Friends were also able to support our school in a number of small ways,
such as providing marquees to protect children queuing up in the rain and carrying out the first
phase of the ground works for the new Infants canopy at short notice in order to ensure the
canopy installation fitted in with the rest of the THPT installation schedule.



Moving forward we will be supporting the facilities in organising new shed bases and replacement
sheds across both schools (as well as some new PE equipment for both schools) from the funds
raised from the Trainer trek.

Chairpersons’ Comments:

It has certainly been a very challenging year. There has been some great highs and a few
challenging lows where things haven’t quite gone to plan. Thank you to our amazing hardworking
dedicated trustees; Nikki, Emma, and Kelley, our co-opted members Kate and Clive and all the
Friends for all the support and help throughout this year.

Whilst our official “Friends” volunteer numbers are small we have seen a few extra volunteers
joining our team who have made a significant difference to our events. We also have a large
number of parents, including our “Dad team” who consistently offer help whenever they can and
always come to our aid when something is urgent. Thank you! We have continued to find ways of
streamlining our events and make the very best of volunteers’ time — every minute is much
appreciated.

| am very proud that somehow, we mustered up a Christmas fair for every class and enabled the

children to go shopping presents for their family despite the tricky Covid restrictions. | can not tell
you the relief when everything went to plan and our PTA members arrived with their quarantined

homemade games in their correct time slots, with socially distanced handovers and many arriving
with just in case extras. Thank you so much.

On a similar theme, thank you to the parents who helped with the first phase of the Infant canopy
ground works — looking back I’'m amazed we got it done. Thank you so much to all those involved
Mei, Anu, Clive, Colin, Russel, Ros, Andy, George, Martin, Carl, Chris, Paulo, Roland, Esteban,
Caroline, Kristina, Emma and Sara. It was a tough 2 %2 days but as a result the children have a
lovely safe usable outdoor learning area which will be used for many years to come.

It is always very heartening to see our amazing school community enjoying our events and
hearing the giggles of the children having fun. After such a difficult year if was an absolute
privilege to see some of the children enjoying the end of year discos. They had a fabulous time
and it was a lovely end to a difficult year.

Lastly please all remember that the Friends are a team of volunteers who are juggling the same
work commitments and parental challenges as everyone else, so if something isn’t quite right a
gentle understanding email / note is much appreciated, we are all human! We are always looking
for new volunteers and welcome everyone so please just get in touch if you would like to help
support your school.

Thank you.

Kate Harris
Chair, The Friends of Eastwick Schools



